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for which they are truly thankful, and conſi 
ſo many expreſſions of the Divine goodneſs to 5505 


PSALM: xxiii. 4. 


VA, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY, or 


THE SHADOW OF DEATH, I WILL FEAR NO. EVI: 
FOR THOU ART WITH ME; THY ROD, AND T 
STAFF THEY COMFORT ME. ps. alt 


O different perſons, the preſent world appears 

in different points of view. To ſome it ſeems 

a paradiſe, to others a Bochim ; a Place of 
weeping. It is true even zheſe enjoy ey & comforts, 
er thei as 


their journey through life ſo much the more eaſy an 


comfortable. Vet many a troubleſome weary ſtep al 
the chriſtian take, while he is paſſing throughthis world 
to that better one which is before him. And at laſt he muſt 


of neceſſity enter into, and paſs through the valley 0 the 


ſhadow of death. A paſſage this which, __ dark 


(1 1.907 


and gloomy, yet cannot be avoided. All have enter- 


ed into it, and paſſed through it. But different in- 


feed is the company which ſaints and ſinners may ex- 
pect while paſſing through it: hence the comfort of 
B | the 
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( 4 ) 
the fr; hence the fear and dread of the Ja.. 
« Vea, faith the Pſalmiſt, though I walk through 
© the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 
cc evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff, 
* they comfort me. 


Tris pſalm appears to have been compoſed by Da- 
vid after that God had brought him out of ſorne great 
diſtreſs. And while under the trial, whatever it was, 


he comforts himſelf with the pleaſing relation in which 


God ſtood to him; that of a ſhepherd. Under the 
Divine paſtoral care, he could rejoice even at the proſ- 
pet of death itſelf, the moſt formidable of natural e- 
vils; © yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
© ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
ce with me; thy rod and thy ſtaff, they comfort me. 
Which words were aſſigned me to be opened up, and 
explained on this truly melancholy occaſion, by our 
late worthy, and much eſteemed friend and relative. 

And they forcibly ſpeak what ſhe happily felt in her dy- 
ing moments. Sorry we all are for the mournful Pro- 
vidence ; nevertheleſs 1 it becomes us not to find fault 
with the Divine proccdure. Here ſubmiſſion is our duty, 


Is the illuſtration of the text, I propoſe, 


I. To point out a few cauſes, which happily tend 
to render the people of God ſedate and compoſed, 
when they mcet the laſt enemy, death. 


II. To illuſtrate the reaſons particularly aſſigned 


by the Pſalmiſt why wes, « walking through 
cc the 


„„ 
ce the valley of the ſhadow of death, he would 
cc fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
© thy ſtaff, they comfort me. To theſe ] ſhall, 


III. Subjoin ſome proper improvement of the 
ſo Hject, and Providence. 


I. Lang to point out a few cauſes which happily 
operate in rendering God's people ſedate and conipo- 
ſed in the view of death. The deſcription of death 
by the Pſalmiſt is truly awful and folemn, “ the val- 
ce ley of the ſhadow of death, and yet he appears to 
be perfectly compoſed and ſerene; this is implied in 
the word © walk.” He was not in a panic. To 
perſons who have lively hopes of death's happy con- 
ſequences to the righteous, it is ſtripped of its gloom. 
A ſhadow hath nothing in it which can hurt us. In- 


deed it may terrify thoſe who take it ſor a ſubſtance ; 


but it can occaſion no uneaſy emotions to thoſe who 
perfectly underſtand what it is. Thus under near 
proſpects of their diſſolution, good men, real be- 
lievers in Chriſt, through the actings of faith, love 
and hope, may be, and blefſed, be God often are, ſe- 
date and compoſed, nay, ſometimes even filled with 
« joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


Vr I am far from ſaying that this is always the 
caſe ; no, far from it. There are many valuable chriſ- 
tians whoſe ſun ſets in a cloud. Satan, knowing that 
it is the laſt time, will be more than commonly buſy 
in diſturbing the peace of the chriſtian : the remem- 
brance of the fins of whoſe youth too, may create 
B 2 great 


(6) 
great uneaſ neſs in his mind.—Beſides, as in life much 
of. the..diſtreſs of chriſtians is to be aſcribed to the 


temperament of the body, fo may it be at death, But 


in the general i it will be found, that if believers on a 
cying bed cannot rejoice and triumph, though many 
of them have expreſſed the higheſt joy even then, yet 
they are born up by means of their hope in the pre- 


_ cigusprorhiſes of the goſpel, and in him who is the 


ſum andifubſtance of them, Hope is that anchor which 
they then generally lay hold on; and which bears them 
up above che ſurges of this ſtormy and tempeſtuous ſea. 


- "Bur Kt" me particularly point out what theſe things 
afe which tend to render believers ſedate and compo- 
ſed, and Which ſometimes even fill them with joy, 


. 


when they are meeting g the laſt enemy, death. And: 


-4ik 


here, let. me 


Eri Take notice of thoſe endearing aten | 
which ſubſiſt between the bleſſed God and them. 


Reianioneme among men, whether by the ties of 
nature; Fiendſhip, or grace, hath a happy tendency to 
promote” courage and confidence, in the perſon on 


ROT depend, for affiſtance in every difficult emer- 


gency. In a particular manner the 121 relation im- 
boldens che child with the higheſt degree of confidence, 


tokotnmiithimielf to the care and affection of his much 


beloved parents. But is not the all-wiſe, the all- gra- 
cis Ged che father of his people by regeneration and 
adoption ? Beſides, will not the wife eſteem herſelf 
happy in being under the care and protection of the 


* 9 man 


6 


man who loves, values, and even doats on her ?—her 


buſband. Now this very endearing relation too, God 


is pleaſed to bear in referance to his ſaints, * © thy ma- 


* ker is thy huſband. ” The ſame comfortable rela- 


tion doth the Divine Redeemer bear to all who love 


and obey him; many proofs of this we find in the 
Song of Songs. To the fame purpoſe ſpeaks the a- 
poſtle Paul; + © for I am jealous over you with 
te godly jealouſy.; for I have eſpouſed you to one 


* huſband, that I may preſent you as; a chaſte virgin 
* to Chriſt. ” 


FaRTHER, God is the friend of his people; a friend | 


who will abide by them, and ſhow himſelf friendly, 


when all other friends can be but of fmall ſervice. 
Chrift too ſupports the ſame endearing character ; 
+ © ye are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I command 
c you. Henceforth I call you not ſervants ; for the 
ce ſervant knoweth not what his lord doeth; But I 


* call you friends. 
| Morzovzs, God is their ſhepherd ; fo he is filed 


in the text, and in many other places. The Redeemer 
ſuſtains the ſame happy character; he is the great and 
good ſhepherd; the chief ſhepherd of the flock. Is he not 
alſo confidered as the captain of ſalvation? whoſe power 
can check and control, and whoſe wiſdom can eaſily de- 
feat, all the cunning and policy of their moſt formidable 


adverſaries. And do the bleſſed God and the Redeemer 
ſtand in ſuch, and in various other endearing relations to 


the ſaints? Then in the midſt of the greateſt dangers 
they 
* Iſa, live 5. + 2 Cor. xt. 2. 1 Jobn xv. 14s 15» 
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| they may take courage: Eſpecially, © when walking 


c through the valley of the ſhadow of death. ” A con- 
ſideration of theſe comfortable relations may well in- 
fuſe comfort, which ſometimes may break out in tranſ- 
ports of joy: — And is God my father, my friend, 
my ſhepherd ? then, O my ſoul, mayeſt thou not with 
* comfort rely on theſe and other endearing relations 
* which he bears towards his ſaints ?!—Mayeſt not 
thou hope that he will ſtand by a poor child of his, 
© who humbly claims a right to his protection and fa- 
vor, from this endearing relation? Will an earthly 
© parent ſtand at a diſtance when he obſerves his 
* weak and helpleſs child in danger? Will he not ra- 
© ther fly to his relief? Rejoice then, O my ſoul, in 
this tender relation which thy God ſuſtains towards 
© thee. It carries in it the beſt ſupport under every 
* trial ; a comfort, infinitely ſuperior to what the moſt 
« tenderly beloved child can expect from the moſt in- 
« dulgent earthly parent. Unqueſtionably it doth. 
* « Wait then on the Lord : be of good courage, and 
« he ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart; wait I ſay on the 
* Lond. ** 


Secondly, A ſerious review of the chriſtian's for- 
mer /elf-dedications to God in Chriſt, may well inſpire 
him with hope and comfort, © when walking through 


© the valley of the ſhadow of death. 


Tars, I apprehend, is another happy cauſe of real 
and ſolid comfort, peace, and compoſure in the ſouls 


of 


» Pſa Xii. 14. 


(#7 

of dying faints. Often, while in the enjoyment of 
health and ſtrength, have they committed themſelves, 
ſou! and body, to his tender love and parental pity, by 
the moſt ſolemn engagements, through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. They have, many of them at leaſt, laid them- 
ſelves under the moſt binding ties to be his, only his, 
and to walk in his ways, at the Lord's table. They 
have repeatedly there avouched the Lord to be their 
God. In the moſt ſolemn manner, they have there ac- 
knowledged him to be their father, their friend, their 
everlaſting portion; and themſelves his children and 
his ſervants : here they have ſolemnly profeſſed that 
they will abide by his ſervice, and adhere to their en- 
gagements in ſpite, and in the face of every danger; 
there in the moſt public manner they have in effect 
faid, with Iſrael's victorious General, * © but as for 
e me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 


Often too in private have they reſigned and given 
up themſelves to God : when ſecluded from every eye 
but his who tries the heart and reins ; and have not 
only by actions, but in words it may be, ſubſcribed 
with their hands, and faid that they are the Lord's : 
from theſe ſolemn engagements, they are comforted 
in the thought, that they are his right and property. 
And fay, will not a ſerious review of ſuch ſolemn, 
chearful ſelf-dedication, promote comfort and peace 
within, and preclude fear, in every diſtreſſing hour ? 
Eſpecially in a dying hour? They do not then com- 

| mit. 


« Joſh, xxiv. 16. 


E 
mit their departing ſpirits into the hand of an un- 
known God; ah no; but into the hand of that God, 
whom they have again and again avouched to be heir 
God, their father, and their portion. 
I Horz, O my God, I can with the greateſt in- 
© tegrity appeal to thine all- obſerving eye, that I have 
again, and again, given up myſelf, my whole ſelf, 
© foul and body, into thy hands, as into the hands of a 
faithful Creator, and a merciful Redeemer. I adore 
© the riches of thy grace, that I can with a good con- 
© ſcience, ſay, that I have in the name of my Lord Je- 
© fus Chriſt, reſigned, and made an univerſal ſurrender 
© of myſelf to thee in an everlaſting covenant that ſhall 
© not be forgotten. I truſt that I have reſigned my- 
© ſelf to thee, to be juſtified through the merits, and 
© ſan&tified by the ſpirit of thy dear Son, my ſtrength 
© and righteouſneſs ; to be ruled by thy word; to be 
< diſpoſed of by thy providence ; to be uſed by thee in 
© ſuch a way as may beſt advance the purpoſes of thy 
glory, and my own eternal felicity.— And, now in 
my departing moments, in this important hour, may 
© ] not be encouraged, O my God, from thoſe ſolemn 
© tranſa&tions, that have paſſed between my ſoul and 
© thee, to depend on thy rich promiſes and grace? 1 
c humbly truſt, that, in my preſent moſt needful and 
© trying hour, thou wilt be graciouſly pleaſed to ſtand 
© by thy poor dying ſervant. Whither can I go for 
* comfort in ſuch an hour, but to thee, my God in co- 
venant, whom I have ſerved (oh that I could ſay 
© with 


* 


„ 

© with greater fidelity,) and to whom I have, in for- 
© mer times, ſolemnly devoted myſelf? O be pleaſed 
© now to ſend proſperity. Say to my ſoul, that thou 
© art become her ſalvation. —— Bleſſed be thy name; 
I hope that I find thee near me, ſpeaking peace 
© and comfort.” * © Though thou waſt angry with 
* me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedſt 
« me. Behold, God is my ſalvation ; I will truſt, and 
e not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my ftrength and 
*« my ſong; he alſo is become my ſalvation.” —But 
though a conſideration of the chriſtian's former ſelf- 
dedications may not raiſe him to ſuch a pitch of joy and 
triumph, which ſometimes however has been the caſe, 
nevertheleſs it will have a happy influence on his in- 
ward compoſure and ſerenity. Eet me add, 


Thirdly, That a happy experience of God's 
loving kindneſs, and merciful dealings towards his 
people, in former times of trial, may well be ſuppoſed 
to promote their peace and comfort, when they are 
« walking through the valley of the ſhadow of death.” 


From the tried conſtancy of our friend in former 
times of danger, we are encouraged to hope for the 
continuance, and exertion of his favor, in future ſimilar 
ſcenes. If this be what may be expected from human 
friendſhip ; much more mayg#be depended on, in 
reference to the divine. But ſaints have found their 
God in preceding occaſions; a very “ preſent help 
in time of trouble :” when they have been ready to 

C ſay 


* Iſa. Xlj. Is 


(13-3 
ſay, © our foot ſlippeth,” his mercy hath held them 
up. Often on their being brought low, he hath help- 
ed them. He hath put off their ſackcloth, and girded 
them with gladneſs. The time of their extremity, hath 
been the time of his ſpeedy deliverance. * In the 
* mount of the Lord it hath been ſeen.” With peculiar 


pleaſure they can look back to former merciful appear- 


ances 1n their favor, and can ſet up their Ebenezer and 
ſay, * © hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” And ſure- 
ly a conſideration of this, can ſcarce fail to encourage 
them, that, in every coming difficulty, he will graciouſ- 
ly ſtill appear in their favor, and will put underneath 
them his everlaſting arms. When did they ever find 
his ear heavy, or his hand ſhortened ? He hath deliver- 
ed them © out of ſix, yea out of ſeven troubles.” And 
may they not hope that he will yet appear, to their un- 
ſpeakable comfort, as their friend and their helper ; eſ- 
pecially in an hour, when all other friends and helpers 
muſt ſtand afar off? If when they have, in former 
times been preſſed out of meaſure, above ſtrength, in- 


ſomuch that they have diſpaired of a happy iſſue, their 


God hath yet appeared for them and girded them with 
Joy ; ſurely now that they ſtand in the greateſt need of 
his powerful arm, and pitying eye, they may com- 


fortably hope, that he will not be, “ as a way-faring 


ce man that turneth aſide to tarry for a night.” They 
may humbly hope, that when walking all alone, 


through this dark and dreary valley, he will ſtand 


by them, and ſay to them, Þ © my grace is ſufficient 
| « for 


* 1 Sam. Vil. 12. T Jer, xiv. 8. 1 2 Cor. Xile 9. 


( 3 ) 
&« for thee : for my ſtrength is made perfe& in wealæ- 
ec neſs.” They now ſtand in the greateſt need of 
comfort, and let them hope, that as @ father pitieth 
* his children, ſo the Lord will pity them who fear 
* him. Eſpecially they may thus hope, when his 
faithfulneſs is attended to. Can the everfaithful Jeho- 
vah be thought to forget thoſe promiſes which he hath 
made to his people? Ah, no; for, © can a woman 
te forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have 
* compaſſion on the fon of her womb ? ' (for 
fuch monſters in nature there have been found, though 
but ſeldom,) “ yea, they may forget, yet will J not for- 
te get thee. Behold, ” attend to it with joy and ad- 
miration, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands; thy walls are continually before me. 
God's faithfulneſs to his ſaints is a pillar which ſhall 
| ſtand unſhaken, when earth's foundations are laid in 
g ruins. I add with pleaſure, 


Fourtbly, That this conſideration, namely, that 
death will deliver God's people from all their preſent 
trials and temptations, and from all imperfections in 
his ſervice; while it will introduce them into the 
beſt place, company, and enjoyments, may hap- 
pily tend to ſupport and bear them up when 
te walking through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death. ” 

By dear bought experience we all muſt know, what 
various trials and ſorrows befal us during our preſent 

C2. ſtate 
Ila. xlixe 157 16. 
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ſtate. We have trials which are properly per/onal ; 
others, which may be termed ſocial, relative, and ſym- 
pathetic ; i. e. which ariſe from endeared connections 
with others; and theſe not ſeldom overbalance thoſe. 
It may be with great propriety ſaid of all the redeem: 
ed of the Lord, © theſe are they who come out of 
« great tribulations. ” But as one well notes, when 
* we ſee and ohſerve/others in the furnace of affliction, 
© and are,ourſelves in it, it is a pleaſing reflection to 
* think, tat an end, an everlaſting period ſhall ſoon be 

© put to the whole. Les, chriſtians, there is a ſtate 
of perfect and complete felicity awaiting us. Death 
opens the paſſage, or if you will, is 7//elf the paſſage, 
the entrance, to this glorious ſtate. It muſt indeed 
be paſſed, yet having paſſed it, we ſhall enter into 
a . 7 14 bleſſed world, where God ſhall wipe a- 
way all tears from our eyes. The believing views of 
this muſt happily tend to bear up the dying ſaint: the 
hope of this will powerfully ſupport him, either, when 
at ſome little diſtance from, or, when walking through, 
this valley. None in that happy world -are heard to 
cry out with the Shunamites ſon ; my head, my 
ec head!” Or, with the ſympathizing Prophet ; || © my 
„ bowels, my bowels! I am pained at my very heart; 
«my heart maketh a noife in me: I cannot hold my 
© peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the 
ce ſound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. And it 
is no {mall part of their happineſs, that they ſhall never 


more have any frightful Views of the king of terrors. 
They 


& 2 Kings iv. 19. | i Jer, ive 19» 


| ( 15 ) 
They have felt his ſting, and ſhall fear it no more for 
Bes1Dts, all temptations to ſin from every quarter, 
whether from the world, the fleſh, or the devil, are at 


an everlaſting diſtance. No crooked ſerpent ſhall e- 


ver be found there. * © No lion ſhall be there, nor 
te any ravenous beaſt ſhall go up thereon ; it ſhall not 
e be found there: but the redeemed ſhall walk there. 
In that bleſſed world no ſuch melancholy cry as this 
ſhall ever be heard; f O wretched man that I am ! 
« who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death? 


BLESSED world! in Zhee there is nothing either to be 
feared from without, or to be lamented over from 
within | Surely a conſideration of this may well ſup- 
port the believing ſoul, when walking through this 
valley; and will, when faith is lively and ſtrong. 


MoxxovtR, death will liberate all God's people 
from every imperfection in his ſervice. A deep ſenſe 
of their imperfections in his ſervice here, hath often given 
believers much acute inward pain. Alas! though en- 
gaged in the moſt important ſervices, in the ſervice of 
their beſt friend and benefactor, yet how often have 
their roving, wandering hearts, like the fool's eyes, been 


in the ends of the earth! This to all ſerious ſouls is a 


| lamentation, and will be for a lamentation. Happy 
world, where there ſhall be no interruption, no diſtraction 
in the fervice of God and of the Lamb ! There his peo- 


ple ſhall ſerve him, ſhall indeed ſerve him with the ut- 
moſt 


* Iſa, xxxv. 9e t Rom. vii. xxiv 
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( 16 ) 
moſt chearfulneſs and vigor. There every harp ſhall 
be continually ſtrung ; every mouth praiſe ; every 
heart filled with gratitude : and holineſs to the Lord 
ſhall be legibly wrote on the whole. Say, chriſtian, 
is not the thought delightful ? is it not animating and 
reviving ? There, in that bleſſed world, “ ſhall be 
* no curſe; but the throne of God, and of the Lamb 
te ſhall be in it : ” it is added with peculiar emphaſis, 
tc and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him! They ſhall ſerve 
him not any longer in a cold, languid, inſipid manner; 
no; but with the utmoſt animation and vigor of ſoul. 


Bes1DEs, death will convey all good men to the beſt 
place, to the beſt company, and to the beſt employment. 
It tranſlates them to the beſt place; the city of the 
living God, the city of the King of Kings ; the new 
Jeruſalem ;—in which there is the beſt company :— 
There God diſcovers himſelf to his ſaints in the moſt 
tranſporting manner. There they are with Chriſt : 
they behold his glory, and are ſupremely happy in the 
fight. There they join the general aſſembly and 
church of the Firſt Born. There they unite with an- 
gels and arch-angels, and with all the redeemed from 
among men: a ſociety made up of holy and pure 
ſouls ; among whom there is no jealouſy, no diſtruſt, 
All are holy, good, wiſe, and happy. Hence the feli- 
city of cach, heightens and advances that of the whole. 
Bleſſed ſociety ! may we all in due time join our hum- 
ble notes of praiſe with you to God and the Lamb ! 
Then we ſhall no longer hang our harps upon the wil- 


lows, 
1 Rev. xxli. J» | 


„ 

lows, as here; or ſing the ſongs of Zion in a ſtrange land! 
For how exalted and ſublime is their employment ! Dark- 
neſs here, it is true, vails and covers our conceptions. — 
Praiſe and contemplation will, no doubt, conſtitute 
part of their work. But it becomes us to ſay, that, at 
preſent, we know but little of it. || For we now ſee 
through a glaſs darkly ; but then face to face. 

Thanks be to the Father of Lights for the little we 
know of it : when he ſhall be pleaſed to bring us thi- 
ther, we ſhall know the whole; we ſhall know even 
« as we are known. 


To the preceding, let us add the pleaſing and ani- 
mating hopes of the glorious reſurrection body: a body 
made like to Chriſt's glorious body: a body no longer 
to reſemble a tabernacle ſoon to be taken down ; 
ſoon to fall in peices: no; but a ſpiritual building, 
not made with hands, to ſtand for ever : a body capa- 
ble of ſubſiſting without animal ſupport; food, ſleep, 
and phyſic ; not any more to dread the fatal ſhafts of 
death, and its conſequences ; worms, rottenneſs and 
corruption. This glorious body ſhall be reanimated 
by the more glorious and exalted ſpirit; a ſeparation 
ſhall then take place no more : the whole man ſhall be 
for ever with the Lord. Wherefore, while in this val- 
ley of tears, may we comfort ourſelves, and one another, 
with theſe words; — and when we come to © walk 
te through the valley of the ſhadow of death,” may 
the bleſſed God grant, that the hopes of this felicity 


may be ſtrong, lively, and animating ! 
I oBSERVE 


{] 2 Cor. xili. 12. 
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 Fifthly, | b hat a conſciouſneſs of the integrity of 
their conduct, both towards God and man, muſt afford 
real peace and comfort to chriſtians, when N 
ee through, the valley of the ſhadow of deatf 


Ar all times and ſeaſons, eſpecially in times of trial, 
it muſt afford a good man peculiar ſatisfaction to re- 
fle& on his ſincerity. Frequently it happens, that 
nothing except a happy conſriouſneſs of this, can ſup- 
port him under the illiberal reflections of the world. 
In the nature of things, it muſt afford ſingular comfort 
to the real ſaint to think, that he hath not wholly lived to | 
himſelf, but hath had the good, both preſent and fu- 
ture, of others in view. To hope that, through the 
bleſſing of God, he hath been ſome way uſeful and 
ſerviceable to the beſt intereſts of his fellow- men and 
chriſtians, - by his prayers, counſels, and. example, 
cannot but yield him real and ſolid pleaſure. It is true, 
he with ſorrow obſerves many imperfections in his beſt 
ſervices, both toward God and man. His ſincerity itſelf, 
like his other graces, needs to have ſpread over it the 
mantle of love. Hence he looks for“ © acceptance in 
e the beloved. Hence while +.< he doth juſtice 
«and loves mercy, he 110 yet walk bumbly with his 
God. He boaſts of nothing, he places his truſt 
in nothing in regard to his future happineſs, but in the 
pardoning mercy of God through Chriſt. Yet from 
what he hath been, through grace, helped to do, he 
can gather evidences of his ſincerity and uprightneſs. 
| 3 And 

Eph. i. ay + Micah vi. 8, | 
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And from the promiſes of God to all perſons of ſuck 
and ſuch a character, he can look with comfort to ano- 

ther world, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Surely the Apoſtle received ſingular comfort from this 
reflection, that he had been the happy inſtrument of 
much good to the Theſſalonians. For what is 
© our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not 
« even ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at 
© his coming? For ye are our glory and our joy.” 
Where there is no conſciouſneſs of integrity of conduct, 
there can be no rejoicing either in life, or at death. 
+ © For our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our con- 
1 ſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 
with flefhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we 
ec have had our converſation in the world.” And 
ſurely this ſolid ground of comfort will not leave the 
chriſtian at his death. It did not leave this good man 
ſaint Paul. By refle&ting on the ſineerity of his labors 
and ſufferings for Chriſt, and his church, he breaks out, 
at the near proſpect of his diſſolution, in theſe trium- 
phant words; 4 I have fought a good fight, I have 
ce finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith :—hence- 
cc forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, 
© which the Lord the righteous Judge, ſhall give me 
te at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
c alſo that love his appearing.” Nor is this rejoicing 
confined to the Apoſtle ; other good men have like- 
wiſe joined him in this, even under the near proſpect 
of death. A conſciouſneſs of their fincerity hath ther 
D afforded 

® i Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. 1 2 Cor. i. 12+ 1 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
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afforded them much inward comfort; not indeed as 
the cauſe, but as the evidence of their future felicity. 
Thus while the“ backſlider in heart ſhall be filled 


with his own ways, a good man ſhall be "ſatisfied 
* from himſelf.” 


Rear faints then may be ſupported under the near 
proſpects of death, from ſuch like confiderations.— 
A ſenſe of thoſe endearing relations which ſubſiſt be- 
tween God and them ;—a review of their former ſelf- 
dedications to him: the comfortable experience of 
his loving kindneſs towards them in former times of 
trial: — a conſideration that death will put an ever- 
laſting period to all their ſorrows and temptations, to 
all their imperfections in the ſervice of their God, while 
it will introduce them into the beſt place, company, 
and employment; and a conſciouſneſs of the integrity 
of their conduct both toward God and man. Let me 
proceed to illuſtrate, | 


II. The reaſons aſſigned by the Pſalmiſt, why, 
when ſaints are walking through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, they need fear no evil. For thou art 
© with me: thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me.“ 


Tux reaſons here pointed out are two: 1ſt. God's 
gracious preſence with them. * for thou art with 
ce me.” 2ly. © thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort 


me. 


iſt. God's gracious preſence with his people is 


en a good reaſon, why they need fear no evil. 
For 
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For bon art with me. Here it will be neceſſary to 
attend unto the character which the Pſalmiſt gives us 
of God ; and that is, of a ſhepherd. A very endear- 
ing g one indeed. The bleſſed God is here repreſented 
as a ſhepherd, tending and waiting on his poor ſheep, 
when paſling through this dark valley. A great ma- 
ny other engaging characters of God might be here 
mentioned, as conducing to bring his dying ſaints to 
fear no evil, during this dreary paſſage. But I ſhall 
confine myſelf to this ſingle one taken notice of in the 
text and context, that of a ſhepherd. © For thou art 
« with me.“ It is true, that God is ever preſent with 
all his creatures. Darkneſs cannot be a vail to con- 
ceal us from his eye, nor diftance a ſcreen to place us 
out of the reach of his power. * © Whither ſhall I 
6 go from thy Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee from 
© thy preſence?” Implying that it was impoſſible for 
him to outrun the divine preſence, or ſhelter himſelf 
from the divine eye. But, nevertheleſs, he is with hig 
people by way of /pecial preſence, And in proportion 
to their neceſſities, and to a diſtruſt of themſelves, they 
may expect the more of his gracious help. When 
they are weak, then are they ſtrong. But in their dy- 
ing moments, their need of the divine pity and compaſ- 
ſion is inconceivably greater than ever it was before. 
By virtue then of that animating promiſe, “ as thy 
E day is, fo ſhall thy ftrength be; they may hope, 
that he will be ſo much mearer to them, by the 
conſolations of his ſpirit and grace, by how much the 
& i greater 


Pla. cxxxixe 7. f Deut. xaxiile 25. 


greater need they ſtand of them. When paſſing there 
fore through this valley, they may look up to their 
gracious God, through a Redeemer, as their ſhe pherd, 
and fear no evil. For no material hurt ſhall befal their 
better part. Though their mortal part drops, and falls 
at the end of this valley, their immortal ſpirit ſhalt 
wing its way under the convoy of ſome guardian angel, 
to the regions of eternal day. © I will fear no evil for 
thou art with me. ” 


Firſt, I will fear no evil for FAR art with me, as 
my ſhepherd, to guide and conduct me in _ while 


in this dreary valley. 


Ir is the part of a good ſhepherd to guide and lead 
his flock in ſafety. Our bleſſed Lord aſſures us, that 
he acts ſuch a part towards his flock. * He goes Be- 
fore them, as their guide and conductor, while they fol- 
low him. God will be the conducting and leading 
ſhepherd of his people in every ſtage of their journey 
heaven-ward ; and eſpecially will verify this happy 
relation and character in their departing moments. 
Fon thou art with me ;”” Thou art with me as 
my ſhepherd to guide and lead me. It is a deep 
and dark valley. Though it hath been trodden by 
* thouſands of thy ſheep, yet not before by me; but 
© ſince I am now entering into it, may I not hope that 
* thou wilt be-my guide ? Every ſtep of it is tho- 
roughly known to thee. Leave me not; be at my 
© right hand, There may I obſerve and find thee, 

leading, 


* Vide John x. 4. 
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© leading, ſupporting, and guiding one of thy poor 
weak, dying ſheep, while in this hazardous valley.“ 
Wurx thou ſhalt be in the condition repreſented, 
chriftian, and ſhalt pour-out ſuch a prayer before thy 
God, may he hear and anſwer thee to the joy of thine 
heart! Hope that he will; * © for the Lord is near 
© to all them that call upon him, that call upon him 
© in truth.” Bear up therefore, and fear no evil. 
God is thy conducting ſhepherd. Dark and deep as 
this valley is, yet God M be with thee while in it. 
The divine Redeemer alſo, ſuſtains this amiable and 
endearing character. He is the great and good ſhep- 
herd, who gave his life for the flock. And having gi- 
ven his life for the flock, will he not lead and guide 
them while in this valley? Will not he then lead them, 
who hath been their conductor all the way thither ? 
Can it be thought that he will hen forſake them; 
that he will no longer be their guide? What? though 
they then ſtand moſt in need of his guardian care, 
and paſtoral conduct? Reje& the thought with ab- 
horrence. For where then would be his faithfulneſs ? 
Hope then in him, chriſtian, that he, who hath been 
thy ſhepherd hitherto, will ſuſtain the happy character 
ſtill. He will conduct thee in perfect ſafety to his 
green and rich paſtures in the heavenly Canaan. There 
thou ſhalt be led beſide the ſtill waters; and drink 
full draughts of bliſs. I will fear no evil, 


Secondly, For thou art with me, as my powerful 
ſhepherd 


* Pra, cxlve 18. 
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| ſhepherd, to protect and defend me, from all thoſe ene- 
mies to which I am then peculiarly expoſed. 


IT belongs to a good ſhepherd to protect his flock 
from beaſts and birds of prey. Thus did Jacob. — * 
<« In the day the drought conſumed me,” ſays he to 
Laban, © and the froſt by night; and my ſleep depar- 
ce ted from mine eyes.” Much more certainly will 
God, the ſhepherd of Iſrael, who dwelleth between the 
cherubims, protect and by ſheep of his paſture. 
They are his ſheep ; his by Mr own choice and deſig- 
nation, as well as by their own chearful ſelf-ſurrender 
and dedication. Since then they are thus his, he will 
protect and defend them in times of danger. They 
are his property his peſſeffion ; and if men will be ſoli- 
citous to defend their property, can it be imagined that 
God will not preſerve his? f The hireling fleeth, 
© becauſe he is an hireling, and careth not for the 
ce ſheep.” Hence on the appearance of danger, he 
leaveth the ſheep and fleeth. Thus the wolf either 
catcheth or ſcattereth them. Not ſo will the ſhep- 
herd of Iſrael act, when dangers appear, and threaten 
to ſcatter and ſlay his ſheep. No; he will be then 
their guardian, their wall and bulwark of protection. 


Ar all times, and in an eſpecial manner, when meet- 
ing the King of Terrors, God will appear to be their 
defender. When walking through death's dark ſhades, 
they are expoſed to great and formidable enemies. The 
roaring lion, who goeth about, ſeeking whom he can 

dear 


® Gen. XXxi. 40% John x. 12. 
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ar and devour, will then, in all the rage of his fury, 
fer upon them. A ſenſe of the nature and number of 
their fins, may alſo oppreſs them. The valley itſelf is 
dark and deep, ſurrounded, as it were, with. howling 
and ravening wolves. But God is with them;. the 
Redeemer is with them as their guardian ſhephetd. 

His arm will defend and protect them; and, who, they 
may chearfully hope, by the operations of his ſpi- 
fit, will repreſent to their faith, the infinite efficacy of 
his death and ments to pardon, and cleanſe them from 
all their fins and pollutions. Though their ſpiritual 
enemies may beſet them, and threaten their ruin, yet 
they ſhall not prevail, © they may take council toget- 
<« her, but, it ſhall come to nought; they may ſpeak, 
« the word, but it ſhall not ſtand; for God, their 
% powerful ſhepherd, is with them.” Happy flock! 
even when paſſing through this dark valley, their ſhep- 
herd will protect and defend them. He will make 
them © ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of his 
e might.” Though heart and fleſh fail; yet God will 
be the ſtrength of their heart and their portion for ever, 
O for a lively faith of this in our dying moments! 
Then we ſhall ſay, I will fear no evil. 


Thirdly, © 1 will fear no evil, for thou art with 
cc me” as my wakeful and watchful ſhepherd, to take 
a kind and gracious notice of me in ſuch a critical 
moment. 

Ir is the duty of ſhepherds to be wakeful and 
watchful about their flocks; to watch over them ſome- 

tunes 


— — — 


3 


i 
5 
i 
; 
N 
17 
; ö 
1 
{| 
| 

, } 
0 


* —_— - 
2 8 % >, 
= 


<= 
— = 


— 2 
—— — — 


( 26 ) 
times even under night, to the end that they may pro- 


tect them from ſavage beaſts, and the hands of violent 


men. Thus employed were thoſe Þ highly favored 
ſhepherds, to whom the moſt important and joyful ti- 
dings were made, that ever gladdened the human ear, 
or rejoiced the human heart. Such a ſhepherd, yea 
infinitely more than ſuch, is God, the ſhepherd of his 
people, whoſe © eyes neither ſlumber nor ſleep.” His 
eye is ever over them for good, and his ear is ever open 
to their cry. And from a conſideration of his good- 


_ neſs, mercy and faithfulneſs, we may comfortably con- 


clude, that in proportion to the dangers which threaten 
us, he will be ſo much the more graciouſly near to us. 
But when © walking through the valley of the ſhadow 
cc of death,” his people ſtand in the greateſt need of his 
ſupporting hand and watchful eye. For of all trying 
and important ſeaſons, that is the moſt important. 


Now if his care over them was ever unremitted in for- 


mer times, can we think that it will be leſs ſo then? 
no, ſurely; but rather more intenſe than ever. For 
then their deareſt and neareſt friends and relatives can 


afford them but little help. With ſtreaming and flow- 


ing eyes, with bleeding and aching hearts, they obſerve 
the cruel and deadly foe making long and haſty ſtrides 
towards them, and uſt ready to ſtrike the laſt blow; 


they lift up their moſt ardent prayers to Heaven for 


them : but their arm is too weak to ward off the in- 
ſulting enemy. Be it ſo; their ſhepherd's watchful 
and wakeful eye is over them. He will not only pre- 

| vent 


T Vide Luke ii. 9, 10, &c, 
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vent that inſatiable and unrelenting fiend, the roaring 
lion, to rend and tear them, but will keep, in ſpite of 
his malice and power, © that which they have com- 
ee mitted to his care againſt that day. He always 
watched over them. Never in any former period did 
he take off his eye from them. So he tells them, to 
their unſpeakable comfort, by the Prophet. I the 
« Lord do keep it: J will water it every moment; 
« Jeſt any ſhould hurt it, I will keep it night and day.” 
i. e. continually: And will he relax his watchful care 
over them when they are grappling, and contending 
with their laſt and moſt formidable enemy ? ſurely he 
will not. Come then, O my ſoul, and take com- 
© fort. It is a dark and frightful valley, it is true; paſs 
* through it thou muſt: © for it is appointed unto all 
© men once to die” But for thy comfort, think on 
* the watchful and unremitting care of thy ſhepefd 
about thee, and thine eternal intereſts. Thou and 
© they are in the beft hand poſſible ; in that hand which 
© binds fate, which upholds nature, which can bruiſe | 
* ſatan under thy feet, and guard thee againſt his flery 
darts; even then when he would with the greateſt 
violence throw them againſt thee. Thou art under 
* the kind notice of that eye which can eſpy and diſcern 
* from afar all the plots and contrivances, however ſe- 
© cret, of this thy unrelenting foe. Hope then there- 
* fore in him; for mercy is with him, and fear no evil.” 
Happy doth the child think himſelf, when under the 
eye and notice of his parents. Much more happy is 

E thy 


* 2 Tims is 12. + Iſa. xxviie 3. 
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thy condition, chriſtian, ſince thou walt ever under, and 
when paſſing through this gloomy valley ſhalt in a par- 
ticular manner be under, the dans fav eye of thy a- 
dorable ſhepherd. 7 


Fourthly, 1 0 fear no evil, for thou art with 
cc me,” as my compaſſionate, tender and pitying ſhep-. 
herd, to /upport and comfort me, 


A coop ſhepherd hath a tender regard fob his flock; 


eſpecially for the weak and feeble among them. God 


is ſuch a ſhepherd; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is /ach a 
ſhepherd. For this purpoſe, hear what is predicted of 
him by the Prophet. 4 He ſhall feed his flock like 


| © a ſhepherd ; he ſhall gather the lambs in his arms, 


te and carry them in In boſom, and gently lead * 
4 that are with young.“ 


As a ſhepherd will be peculiarly careful not-to over-, 
drive his flock, * (ſuch a one was Jacob); and will 
take up now one and then another, of the weak and 
tender lambs in his arms,—and will nouriſh them, as it 
were, in his boſom; even with ſuch tenderneſs, with 
ſuch lenity and gentleneſs, and more than ſuch, will 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, rhe ſhepherd of his flock, lead 
and conduct it. Hence with the greateſt propriety he 
ſtiles himſelf the F good ſhepherd. He is indeed the 
kind, the tender, and good ſhepherd ; who will uni- 
formly attend to the precious intereſts of his people. 
And muſt he not be the good ſhepherd, ſince he gave 


his life for the flock? And laying down his invalua- 


ble 


t Isa. xl. 11. * Vide Gen. xxxiii. 13. I Vide John x. 11. 
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ble life for them, will he not pity and compaſſionate 
them in every hour of diſtreſs ; and in a more eſpecial 
manner, when © walking through the valley of the ſha« 
dow of death ?” Comfortable and memorable are 
_ theſe words of the Apoſtle concerning him. 4“ For 
ce in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he 
be js able to fuccaf them that are tempted.” He him- 
ſelf hath paſſed through this gloomy valley, ſingle and 
alone; © for of the people there was none with him; 
and when walking through it felt the fiery darts of ſa- 
tan, that crooked ſerpent. For it is ſaid, & after his 
temptations in the wilderneſs were ended, that the de- 
vil departed from him for a ſeaſon. The devil then de- 
parted from him fully determined, no doubt, to ſet up- 
on him again to greater advantage; ſecretly meditating 
ſome future aſſault. Now no time could be fo pro- 
per and convenient for this intended temptation, as 
when he was to © walk through the valley of the ſha- 
cc dow of death, hung round with every horror. He 
therefore will not only be ready to aſſiſt his dying ſer- 
vants, from his own innate infinite goodneſs and pity ; 
but alſo from the rememberance of what he himſelf once 
ſuffered. And ſuch is his tenderneſs and pity, that he 
hath brought now one, and then another of his flock, 
that were naturally of a timid and fearful diſpoſition, to 
diſcover in their laſt moments, ſuch chriſtian firmneſs 
and fortitude, as hath much ſurpriſed, and greatly re- 
Joiced the beholders. * One I knew of this temper, 

| E 2 who 
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who was particularly thus favored. Truſt in him, O 
ye his ſaints, for the accompliſhment of his gracious 
promiſe, in your favor, to his diſtreſſed and tempted 
Apoſtle. 4 © My grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my 
ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs,” Once more, 


Fifthly, © I will fear no evil,” for thou art with 
me as my ſhepherd, not only to attend me while in, 


but ſafely to convey me quite through this valley, and tg 


place me in Canaan's happy paſtures, 


IT is this which crowns the whole. What comfort, 
what ſolid comfort may this thought afford to the dy- 
ing faint! His ſhepherd will not only be with him 
while walking in, but will ſafely convey and lead him 
through this dark valley, into the regions of everlaſting 

"I | day. 

+ 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

teemed friend Mr. Joſeph Hollings. A perſon, in whoſe company you ſcarcely 
ever could be, but from whom, if not your own fault, you muſt have received 
advantage. They both were eminent chriſtians ; and lovers of all good men. 
Their houſe was ever open to miniſters of every denomination. Their exalted 
and unfeigned piety, and extenſive charity, endeared them to all who knew them; 
eſpecially to the village in which they lived, By whoſe death the poor of the 


neighbourhood, and that ſociety of chriſtians with whom they were cloſely united, 
and with whom they regularly worſhipped, have ſuſtained an irreparable loſs. | 


They were, ; 


O, et præſidium, et dulce decus meum. 


Animæ, quales neque candidiores 
Terra tulit; neqne queis me fit DEVINCTIOR ALTER, | 
HOR, 


Bo fair an opportunity preſenting itſelf, the Author, from the warm and cor. 
dial friendthip which had long ſubſiſted between theſe two worthy perſons and 
him, and from the indiſputable teſtimonies they were pleaſed to give him of their 
regard, thinks himſelf peculiarly obliged to offer this ſmall tribute of gratitude ta 
their memory. 
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day. He will not leave him, but will perform what- 
ever he hath promiſed to him. God hath ſpoken good 
concerning his Iſrael ; his ſheep. Great and good 
things he hath indeed ſpoken concerning them. Theſe 
he will beſtow ; not one good thing which the Lord 
hath ſaid concerning them ſhall fail. Much comfort 
muſt it therefore afford them, ſince he hath pro- 
miſed never to“ leave or forſake them. For when 
abſent from the body, they ſhall be preſent with the 
Lord. They ſhall be with Chriſt which is far better. 
They ſhall join the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt-born ; -ſhall be united to the bleſſed fociety of 
glorified ſaints, and glorious angels. They ſhall min- 


gle intereſts and praiſes with the firſt-born ſons of 


Heaven. Tranſporting, animating conſideration ! 


<« Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord: they ſhall 
« reſt from their labors ; and their works ſhall follow 
« them.” They ſhall forget their forrows, cares, and 


temptations. Theſe they ſhall lay down in the grave, 


never, never more to take them up; while their immor- 


tal ſpirits, freed from the cumberſome load of a frail 
dying body, ſhall be for eyer with the Lord, to behold 


his glory, and rejoice in his ſalvation ; poſſeſſing the | 


firmeſt Belief, for it is more than hope, that in due time, 


foul and body ſhall again be united. In the mean 


time, in full choir with attending and ſurrounding an- 
gels and ſaints, they ſing, & worthy is the lamb that 
* was {]ain, to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, 


and ſtrength, and honor, and glory, and bleſſing.” 


They 


* Vide Heb. xiii. 5. § Rev. v. 12, 13. 
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They repeat the heavenly anthem, ſaying, ©*-bleſſing, 
te and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
tc ſitteth upon the throne, and unto theLamb, for ever 
« and ever.” Be of good courage then, chriſtian, 
for thy ſhepherd will guide thee not only even unto 
death, the laſt ſtage of thy mortal journey, but through 
it, yea, beyond it, even to glory. He will conduct 
thee in ſafety to the farther ſide of this deep valley, and 
place thee in that happy world, where neither death, 
nor any of its meſſengers, ſhall ever reign ; where 
it ſhall never lay its cold clay hands upon, or impri- 
ſon in its ſilent, and melancholy abode, any of the bleſ- 
ſed inhabitants. For none of them ſhall ever ſay, they 


are /ick ; the people that dwell there are nien their 
iniquities. 


Tavs I have illuſtrated the 5 reaſon, hy the 
Pfalmiſt © when walking through the val ley of the 
ſhadow of death,” would fear no evil. For thou art 
with me.—Thou art with me as my ſhepherd,—to 
guide and conduct me, — to protect and defend me, 
to take a kind and gracious notice of me, to ſup- 
port and comfort me, —and not only to attend me 
while in, but ſafely to convey me through this dark val- 
ley, and to place me in the heavenly Canaan's happy 
and green paſtures. The 


24. Reaſon aſſigned by the Pſalmiſt, why he 
would fear no evil, is, © thy rod and thy ſtaff they 
& comfort me; this ſeems not to require much illuſ- 


tration. By rod ſometimes in ſcripture, as in common 


language 
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language; we are to underſtand; correction. t Let 
* him take away his rod from me.” The ſhepherd's 
rod in thoſe Eaſtern countries, was: uſe in correcting 
his ſheep ; which, like our domeftic animals, were ex- 
ceeding tame. His taff was employed in counting 
and numbering them. But here by rod and ſtaff, per- 
haps, we are to underſtand: one and the fame thing; 
God's paſtoral care and concern about the: welfare of 
his flock. That they cannot mean correction is evis 
dent by attending to the very words ; they comfort me. 
By rod and ſtaff therefore may be ſafely underſtood; 
God's royal and paſtoral care about his people. / 


Bur as by rod, we are ſometimes to underſtand the 
goſpel of Chriſt, called there * the rod of his ftrength,” 
or his ſtrong and powerful rod ; ſo with propriety e- 
nough we may underſtand by it, that rich and extraor- 
dinary comfort which the promiſes and covenant of the 
goſpel afford God's ſaints and people. His precious 
promiſes and everlaſting covenant, ſealed and ratified 
by the Redeemer's death, yield at all times the moſt 
exalted, and exquiſite comfort to believers, and more 
eſpecially when they come to die. Thus a conſidera- 
tion. of God's covenant made with David, afforded him 
the higheſt ſatisfaction in his laſt moments. He met 


with ſore trials, grievous afflictions from his family, 


like many a good man fince his day. Nevertheleſs,” 
God's covenant made with him, was his ſtay and ſtaff, 
his ſupport and comfort. Þ+ © Although my houſe 
te be not ſo with God; yet he hath made with me, an 

ever- 
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( 34 ) 
te everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things and ſure: 
ce for this is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire.” 
The promiſes of a faithful and powerful friend, when 
we are in diſtreſſing circumſtances, happily tend to re- 
vive and refreſh our ſpirits; though they have been 
much depreſſed. If we find this the caſe, how much 


more powerful muſt God's precious and faithful pro- 


miſes be, to rejoice our ſouls at all times; and in a 


very eminent manner ſo, when meeting our laſt enemy? 


Theſe applied by faith to the ſoul, will be a ta indeed 
Theſe will be the dying chriſtian's prop and ſupport. 
With this ſtaff in the hand of his faith, he may walk 
through this dark valley with ſerenity, nay with joy 
and exultation. A conſideration of that covenant, 
in which ſuch a promiſe as this is to be found, 81 
e will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their 
ec fins and iniquities will I remember no more,” can- 


not fail to afford the moſt ſolid comfort to the dying 


ſaint. 


din; th the chriſtian, © but God will be with 
me. Though I go down into this Egypt, yet, bleſ- 

© ſed be his name, he hath not left me without the pro- 
© miſe of his preſence with me there, and of his bringing 
me back again. I truſt his promiſe. Lord, I believe, 
help thou my unbelief. I deſire to rejoice in his co- 

£ venant which is ordered in all things, and ſure. On 
* this I caſt anchor. On this ſolid rock I build my 
* hope. On the death, merits, and righteouſneſs, of 
* his Son, I build my all. — Through rich mercy I truſt, 


I am 
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TW 
*] am one of Chriſt's ſheep. And to theſe he hath 
© kindly promiſed, that no man ſhall be able to pluck 
© them out of his hand. To them he hath promiſed, 
© that all-comprehenſive bleſſing, eternal life. Theſe 
his precious promiſes, are all my ſalvation and all my 
«© defire.” * © Unto him that hath loved us, and waſh- 
« ed us from our fins in his own blood, and hath made 
ce us kings and prieſts unto God, even his Father; to 
ee him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. A- 
c men.” Thus do God's precious promiſes and ever- 
laſting covenant made with his people in Chriſt, afford 
at all times, eſpecially when lying on a dying bed, the 


higheſt degree of peace and comfort. Let me now 


III. Attend to the improvement of the ſubject 
and Providence. By way of inference permit me 
to obſerve, | 


Firſt, What infinite reaſon have we to be thankful 
to the bleſſed God, through his Son, for the reviving 
light of revelation | 


By means of this we have © his kindeſt thoughts” 
made known to us. By this we find diſplayed, at full 
length, (ſo to ſay,) his tenderneſs to his ſaints, as well 
in life as in death; and eſpecially what he hath pre- 
pared for them after death. With this in our eye, can 
we forbear to exclaim with the royal Pſalmiſt, + © Oh 
how great is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up 
* for them that fear thee ; which thou haſt wrought 

F « for 


* Rev. i. 5⁵ 6. + Pſa, xxxi. 19. 
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« for them that truſt in thee, before the children of 
© men!” God's precious promiſes, recorded in his 
word, ought to adminiſter, yea, and do adminiſter, true 
comfort to his ſaints, whether living or dying. Theſe, 
unlike the winter's brooks, which you may ſeek for in 
vain in the drought of ſummer, are perennial ſprings of 
ſublime joy and delight, during the whole period of 
our preſent exiſtence. Others, when compared with 
the chriſtian, are men without hope. Was it not 
for the light of revelation, ah! what a dark world 
would this be ! without his we could never grope our 
way through it with any degree of comfort: eſpecially 
when we arrive at the laſt ſtage of life ; O what gloom, 
what Horror then would brood in the mind! To every 
good man, the goſpel of Chriſt affords the trueſt com- 
fort during life's weary ſteps ; but eſpecially when ly- 
ing on a dying pillow. It then raiſes and exalts his 
hopes; it dilates the mind with joy, and brightens and 
illuminates the dark valley itſelf. It inſpires the 
chriſtian with hopes full of immortality. 


© Bixssxp God! how infinite are our obligations to 

© thee, for ſuch a light, for ſuch a lamp to enlighten this 
* dark vale! Infinite are our obligations to thee, for 
© thy word to be our light, while paſſing through this 
* dark and benighted world; and in a particular man- 
* ner, to animate our ſouls with the reviving and tranſ- 
© porting hopes and expectations of a better, while we 
« walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death. 
Thanks 


E 3: 7 

Thanks be to God, that thus, & © through patience 
<« and comfort of the ſcriptures, we have hope.” Yes, 
brethren, by their means we have hope, when all crea- 
ted comforts loſe their taſte, and appear inſipid and 


vain, 


Secondly, What a dreadful thing muſt in be, 


which renders death ſo alarming and frightful to 
mankind !. 


IT is fin which has dug this valley ; which hath dug 
it deep, and clothed it with all its terrors ; which hath 
lined it with every thing frightful to humanity. From 
the fear and dread of death, ſo natural to mankind, we 
may learn to take our meaſures of fin. It is this which 
hath introduced death into our world ; once a dwel- 
ling fit for innocence itſelf to reſide in. Let us learn 


the evil and deadly nature of fin, from the repeated 


triumphs of the pale horſe and M rider. Let us look 
into the ſilent manſions of the dead, and ſee there, writ- 
ten in the moſt /egible characters, what an apollyon ſin 
is: in every ſhape reſembling its curſed father the de- 
vil. Let a conſideration of death, O ſinner, preach 
in the moſt pathetic manner, the deſtructive nature, 


the infinite evil of ſin. To think on death when 


tempted to ſin, will furely be a powerful monitor with 
thee to comply with the wiſe man's advice. — || En- 


< ter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in 


ce the way of evil men: avoid it, paſs not by it; turn: 


<« from it, and paſs away.” 0 
F 2 Thirdly, 


& Rom. xv. 45 Prov. iv. 14, 15. 
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Thirdly, How infinite are our obligations to the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, by dying, hath perfumed the 
grave to all his people ! 


By his death and burial he hath made the grave a 
bed of reſt to all his ſaints. To this ſenſe we may, 
with propriety, accommodate here the Prophet's words. 
* « He ſhall enter into peace : they ſhall reft in their 
ce beds, each one walking in his uprightneſs.” Chriſt 
by dying hath plucked out the ſting, and ſucked out 
the poiſon, from this univerſal deſtroyer. For, f“ O 
death, he” already hath been, he farther yet © willbe, 
thy plague ; O grave, he” hath been, he yet © will be, 
ce thy deſtruction; and repentance ſhall be hid from his 
eyes.” * Gracious Redeemer, how infinitely obliging 
vas thy love, thus to encounter death in all its moſt 
* hideous forms, that thy ſaints and people might, while 
© they walk through «his dark valley, yet find comfort 
and refreſnment! may thy memory be ever precious to 
them! may their hearts to thee ever be warmed 
with the higheſt glow of love and gratitude ! may 
© they live, as well as ſpeak, thy praiſe! 


Fourthly, We may learn the importance of religion, 
that death, ſo terrible in itſelf to humanity, muy wen 
a happy aſpect. 


THERE is nothing which can remove gloom and 
horror from the grave, but an intereſt in the precious 
promiſes of the goſpel, in the favor of God; and a re- 


ſemblance 


* Iſa. lvii, 2, + Vide Hoſca xlii. 14. 
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ſemblance to him and the Redeemer, But if we are 
thoughtleſs and giddy, diſſipated and vain, idling and 
trifling in regard to religion, is it poſſible, I refer it to 
your own conſciences, that we can have an intereſt in 
the promiſes of the goſpel; in Chriſt, the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of theſe promiſes, or in the favor of God; the 
chief and ſupreme felicity of man ? Whatever thoughts 
we now may entertain of real and vital religion, we 
may depend upon it, the time 1s approaching, it may 
be it is juſt at hand, when it will appear to be, as in- 


deed it is, of all needſul things, the moſt neceſſary. It 


is only an intereſt in the favor of God, a likeneſs to 
Chriſt, a god-like temper and life, which can render 
either the thoughts of death, or a dying bed, eaſy and 
comfortable.—If fo, then to delay and poſtpone. reli- 
gion to an uncertain hereafter, is one of the moſt abſurd 
and hazardous things poſſible. * © For, what 1s our 
« life ? is it not even as a vapor that appeareth for a 
little time and then vaniſheth away?“ © Behold, now 
« js the accepted time; behold, now is the day of ſal- 
vation. A death-bed repentance is a rare thing; 
I will not ſay an impoſſible thing; but it is much ſel- 
domer obtained than is commonly imagined. We 
have but one inſtance of this, —the thief on the croſs, 
left us on record in all the ſcripture. But there were 
peculiar circumſtances attending his death, which can 
never more return, How often have we ſeen ſome 
who, when death was in their apprehenſion juſt before 
them, formed the beſt reſolutions ; and yet beyond all 


expectation 
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_ expectation, through the divine goodneſs, having re- 
covered, they have made haſte to redeem the time they 
had loſt, by © running to the ſame exceſs of riot ;” 
perhaps, with greater greedineſs than ever! Their 

goodneſs, like Iſrael's, was like the morning cloud, or 
early dew. Let us therefore, in the time of health, 
learn to cultivate religion. Let us labor after, and 
plead for, that repentance, which needeth not to be re- 
pented of. Let us, in the ſtrength of divine grace, 

reſign ourſelves to God in Chriſt. For it is only re- 
ligion, /eated in the heart, and practiſed in the life, 
which can bear us up, with any degree of comfort and 
hope, at the hour of our diſmiſſion from a ſtate of trial 
and probation, to a ſtate of final retribution. Hence 


Aly. Let me improve the text by way of trial and 
examination. 


Cax we hope, that the Lord is our ſhepherd, and 
that we are his ſheep? doth their character, think we, 
belong to us? and what their character is, our bleſ- 
ſed Lord tells us when he ſays, © my ſheep hear 
© my voice; and I know them, and they follow 
« me.” They hear his voice; hear it in his word, 
in his ordinances, and providence. They hear it fo 
as to obey it. Their duty, as it is deſcribed in his 
word, they heartily wiſh to comply with ; be it ever 
ſo diſguſting and contrary to fleſh and blood. Hence 
they follow him and become his diſciples, they reſign 
themſelves to his government, and ſubmit to his con- 

duct. 


* John x. 27. 
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duct. They follow him as their pattern, their unerring 
example. They follow his commands, as a ſoldier doth 
the orders of his general ; as a patient his phyſician's 
preſcriptions; as a dutiful child his father's inſtruc- 
tions. Their obedience is not forced, but chearful. 
They are made his willing people. They conſider his 
ſervice as perfect freedom, as their trueſt honor, inter- 
eſt, and happineſs. —They love and affect one another's 
company.—f © My goodneſs extendeth not to thee ; 
ce but to the ſaints that are in the earth, and to the ex- 
e cellent, in hm is all my delight.” They love his 
paſtures, his word and ordinances : theſe are their 
meat and drink; their ſang in the houſe of their pilgri- 
mage.— They wiſh to be really uſeful, in their reſpec- 
tive ſtations to one another ; not to © look every man 
© on his own things, but every man alſo on the things 
ce of others.” Thus the ſame mind is in them, which 
alſo was in Chriſt ; who pleaſed not himſelf. —They 
are patient under the rod. It 1s their hearty prayer 
ever to adopt Eli's words, It is the Lord; let him 
© do what ſeemeth him good.” In imitation of 
their divine Maſter, they would ever wiſh to ſay, Fa- 
* ther, if this cup may not pals away from me, except 
© ] drink it, thy will be done.“ If thou be willing, 
© remove this cup from me: nevertheleſs, not my 
« will, but thine. be done.” —Such are ſome of the 
outlines of the characters, belonging to Chriſt's ſheep. 
But the grand queſtion returns, do they belong to us ? 
Do we indeed hear his voice? that is, follow and obey 


his 


＋ Pſa. xvi. 25 Jo 1 I Sam. ili. 18. 
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his commands and walk in his ſteps? Is our obedi- 
ence free and chearful? do we heartily love all without 
exception, who bear Chriſt's image, whether their opi- 
nions and ours coincide or not? Do we like 
and affect their company, while we have an averſion 
to that, of certain lewd fellows of the baſer fort ?” 
Are we glad when our brethren call upon us, ſaying, 
« come and let us go up to the houſe of the Lord?“ — 
Do we take a peculiar pleaſure in his paſtures ; his 
word and ordinances * Do we wiſh, and endeavor 
to be ſome way 0 fu to our fellow men and chriſtians ? 
Are we deſirous to give glory to the Lord our God, 
when he corrects and chaſtiſes us, by a humble and ſub- 
miſſive deportment ? if this be ſo, how happy are we ! 
we are Chriſt's ſheep. And being his ſheep, we may 
draw this comfortable inference, that © he knoweth 


«us;” 1. e. loves us and delights in us, as his pecu- 


liar right and property; that he hath ſet his own mark 
upon us, as the owner doth upon his ſheep. If we 


are his ſheep, he will ſupply us with every good thing. 
« The Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want.” He 
will withhold from us nothing that is really ſerviceable 
and uſeful, as to the preſent life; and he will fi- 
nally beſtow upon us life eternal. But if the 
foregoing marks, in no ſenſe agree to us, we are none 
of his ſheep, — and if we are not among the number 
of his ſheep, —unhappy men! How truly melan- 
choly is our condition! How diſmal and gloomy, 
will © the valley of the ſhadow of death” be to us! 


This 
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This naturally leads me to call your attention to a 


3d Uſe, namely, that of exhortation. 


In particular, let me exhort and addreſs ſinners to 
call to mind, how unfit they are for death. Can. you 
be prepared for a dying hour, who, perhaps, to this 
moment, never have beſtowed one ſingle cool, calm 
reflection on the end and deſign of life? Know, that 
the end, which you have been propoſing to yourſelves, 
is unworthy of a reaſonable being. You have only 
been making, in ſome ſhape or other, © proviſion for 
ce the fleſh.” That God in whoſe hand the length of 
your life is, and whoſe is the direction of all your ways, 
you have not glorified. Ah ! you have been provok- 
ing him to his very face daily. The little concerns of 
time, the gratification of your irregular paſſions, you 
have been eagerly purſuing. For zhe/e you have been 
living; while the all-important concerns of eternity 
you have caſt behind your back. Is this living like 
dying creatures? Is this paying that attention to the 
deſign of life, which to have done was your duty, your 
honor, and your intereſt ? Have you not forgotten to 
acknowledge your conſtant and neceſſary dependance on 
God and providence ? How ſeldom, except in pub- 
lic, have you bowed your knees before that God © in 
whom you live, and move, and have your being?“ 


When do you ſet yourſelves to examine how matters 


ſtand between you and death ; between you and eter- 
nity ; between God and conſcience ? Is it poſſible then, 
that you can indulge to any pleaſing hopes beyond 

G the 
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the grave? or can enjoy any ſolid peace of mind, even 
on this ſide of it? Die, O my unthinking friends you 
muſt ; but alas! you have made no proper proviſion 
for that trying hour. —And are you reſolved to perſiſt 
in the ſame tract and courſe of thoughtleſs diſſipation? 
What ? even though death may be near at hand; 
may be ready to graſp you in its cold embrace; and, 
at one fatal throw, to caſt your bodies into the grave, 


and fling your ſouls into Hell ?—Blefſel God! are 


not theſe heedleſs creatures thine own offspring? O 
take pity on, ſhew mercy to, the works of thine own 
hand ! enlighten thou their eyes in the knowledge of 
thee, and of their duty: call them by thy grace; re- 
yeal thy ſon in them : make them thy willing people 
in the day of thy power. Turn them from darkneſs 
to light, and from the power of ſatan unto God, that 
they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and an inheritance 
among them which are ſanctified by faith which is in 
Jeſus Chriſt. So will every ſaint, in this aſſembly, 
lift up his prayer to God in the heavens, for your eter- 
nal happineſs, O ye careleſs ſinners. They would 
likewiſe exhort you now, at leaſt in this your day, to at- 
tend unto the things which belong to your peace.— 
But let me in their name ;—which is infinitely more, 
in the name of the great God himſelf, beſeech you to 
think on your latter end. Remember, © that it is 
appointed unto all men once to die, and after this the 
c ;udgement.” Be exhorted to fly to Chriſt, your 
Zoar, your only city of refuge. Plead for an intereſt 

in 


* Heb. ix. 27. 
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in his precious merits and righteouſneſs. Cry mighti- 
ly to God, that you may have his holy ſpirit imparted 
unto you, and his ſacred image implanted in you; that 
you may have an intereſt in him, as your great, and 
good, and chief ſhepherd.— Then, nor /ife, with all its 
attending trials will be tedious; nor death, with all its 
natural gloom and horrors, will diſconcert you. Hav- 
ing lived the life of the righteous, you ſhall die his 
Death. Let me exhort us all to be getting ready 
for our great and laſt change. For this purpoſe, let 
us cloſe with Chriſt on his own moſt gracious terms. 
Let us receive and embrace him in all his characters, 
and offices. Let us plead, that © he may be made of 


“ God unto us, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 


and redemption. 


 Bx$1DEs, let us often be thinking on the inſtability 
of life; on its precarious tenure. Had we any thing 
intereſting before us, whether pleaſing or alarming, it 
would often, in ſpite of ourſelves, intrude itſelf into our 
thoughts. And would it not be our wiſdom and in- 
tereſt, often to be turning our thoughts toward death ? 
Hereby it would become more familiar; and its ter- 
rors in ſome good degree, would be removed. My 
chriſtian friends, if we would wiſh to make a dying bed, 


a /oft and eaſy one, let us not only cordially accept of 


God in Chriſt, as our father, friend, and ſhepherd, as 


our portion and happineſs ; but alſo frequently call 


death to mind. Let us by a life of faith and piety, 
« by a patient continuance in well doing,” in humble 
dependance on the help of the ſpirit, be preparing for 
| G 2 our 
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our removal. Let us * © be like men who wait for 
c their Lord, when he ſhall return from the wedding, 
ce with our loins girded, and our lamps burning, that 
cc whenever he ſhall knock for admiſſion, he may find 
te us ready. Bleſſed are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord 
cc when he cometh, ſhall find /o doing: ſo watchful, fo 
wakeful. If we are thus happy, it will mean but little, 
oben, where, or how, we make our exit out of life; 
for we ſhall enter into another and a better world, even 


into an heavenly, where we ſhall be for ever with the 
Lord. 


FixnaLLy, let me add a word of comfort to all 
God's people. Indeed, my chriſtian brethren, you 
muſt paſs through this dark valley : but you ſhall be 


conveyed, in perfect ſafety, to the other ſide of it. 


Jordan's deep and ſtrong current ſhall not ſo carry you 
down, as that you ſhall riſe no more. — ink, it is true, 
our mortal part muſt in this fatal river. Be it fo; 
bleſſed be God that even this ſhall hereafter however 
ariſe, and put on a blooming, a glorious, appearance ; 
ſhall be clothed with the glories of immortal youth and 
+ © Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, and 
ce jt doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: but we know 
that, when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be lie him, for 
*« we ſhall ſee him as he is.” © He ſhall change this 
vile body,” this humiliation body, © that it may 
« be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, according 
« to the working whereby he is able to ſubdue all 

| tung 
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te things unto himſelf.” Tranſporting, animating 


hope this! And then, as for our immortal part, the 


ſpirit, it ſnall be attended by ſome guardian angel, and 
take up its delightful abode in the immediate preſence 
of God, and of the Lamb. The proſpects of ſuch a 
felicity cannot but afford, to real ſaints, the moſt ſu- 
blime pleaſure, eſpecially at thoſe ſeaſons when faith 
and hope are ſtrong and lively.—“ Wherefore com- 
« fort yourſelves, and one another with theſe and ſuch 
like words.” 


Anp when we can, through infinite mercy, follow 
the dying part of our deceaſed relatives and friends to 
the grave, with minds full of ſuch delightful hopes, 
how ſingular muſt be our ſatisfaction! how exquiſite 
the joy! And with ſuch thoughts we may, with the 
greateſt degree of moral certainty, think on the memory 
of our dear deceaſed relative and friend. Whoſe charac- 
ter I would now attend to; (for ſomething will be expec- 
ted to be ſaid,) and I would mention nothing in it but 

what I believe to be true; for often the ſculptured 


tomb, and the fulſome panegyric, contain nothing but 


a heap of lies and falſehoods. 


From a child, like Timothy, ſhe knew the holy 
ſcriptures; and in younger life, though young even at 


death, it is with the higheſt pleaſure, that the Preacher, 


from good information, can ſay, ſhe was ſenſible that 
ſhe received the fr /t ſerious impreſſions, when attending 
a neighbouring ſociety of chriſtians; of the church in 


which, ſhe was afterwards a worthy member. This 


was ſomething extraordinary ; for in religious families, 
| as 
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as hers was, it is generally found, that converſion-work 
is both begun, and carried on, by 111 ſilent, and im- 
perceptible degrees. 


As to her religious 5 theſe were ſtrictly 
what are ſtiled evangelical; and which conſtitute that 
pure form of doctrine, which was held by our firſt re- 
formers. But orthodoxy is far from being the teſt of 
vital, and inward chriftianity. Therefore to ſound 
principles, ſhe added a holy and heavenly lite. In 
_ every relation ſhe was a valuable perſon, a moſt affec- 
tionate child, an obliging neighbour, tender of charac- 
ters; a ſincere and cordial friend; the beſt of wives, 
and parents; and a kind miſtreſs. The tender and 
kind affections, ſhe poſſeſſed in a very high degree. 
She had feelings truly delicate. Thoſe who repaid her 
kindneſſes with ingratitude, ſhe pitied ; forgave ; and, 
if occaſion ſhould afterward preſent itſelf, even to them 
ſhe would chearfully give her advice and aſſiſtance. 


Ir you conſider her as a chriſtian; ſhe was one of 
ſuperior worth. Like Enoch, ſhe walked with God. 
Thoſe who knew her beſt, muſt know, that her life was 
a picture of vital religion. I do not however main- 
tain that ſhe was free from imperfections; no; (“ for 
< there 1s not a juſt man upon earth that doeth good, 
* and ſinneth not.“) But there were few who were ei- 
ther more ſenſible of their imperfections, then ſhe was of 
hers, or more Hhumbled under a ſenſe of them. Look- 
ing on herſelf © as not having already attained ; ſhe 
« preſſed after a farther increaſe of chriſtian and mo- 
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ral graces: in two of which, not much attended to, 
ſhe peculiarly excelled, —chriſtian prudence, and /ym- 
pathy. She had tender feelings for the diſtreſſes of 
others. She was a perſon, my brethren, as a great 
part of you muſt know, of ſtrong natural parts, of 
ſterling ſenſe, and of diſtinguiſhed piety and virtue. 


Ir we attend her to her trying hours, (and ſhe had 
many hours of much bodily weakneſſes,) and more 
eſpecially to her dying hour; through the whole, and 
particularly in the Ja, reſignation to the will of her 
God and Father, chriſtian fortitude and patience, were 
to be heard from, and ſeen in her behaviour. 


Once more, permit me to attend to her faith in, 
and love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and her love of 
God. Chriſt was her glory and her honor; her 
boaſt in time, and will be her 3/i/s throughout eternity, 
On his precious merits and righteouſneſs ſhe entirely 
depended : on theſe ſhe relied for her future bright 
robes, and triumphant palms. * Theſe ſaid ſhe to the 
Preacher, are my only hope and joy. Except theſe, 


© I have nothing to rely on.“ Thus ſhe complied 


with her Lord's counſel, &“ when ye ſhall have done 
te all thoſe things which are commanded you,” (and 
through grace ſhe had done much,) © fay, we are 
ce unprofitable ſervants : we have done that which was 
« our duty to do,” and no more. Thus having walk- 
ed with God by a holy, humble, uſeful and pious life, 
ſhe entered into, and walked through the valley of 
the 
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the ſhadow of death, and feared no evil. With chriſ- 
tian ſerenity and compoſure, ſhe met the laſt enemy; 
and is now above his reach. She regrets not ow, that 
he conquered ; that he brought down her clay taber- 
nacle, and laid it in the ſilent duſt. The immortal 
ſpirit now exults: now ſhe ſees face to face, and 
knoweth even as ſhe is known. * From her preſent 
high and exalted ſtation, were it permitted her to ad- 
dreſs you, O you, her once happy huſband ; you, her 
once much eſteemed and beloved parents, and other 
relatives; perhaps, ſhe might addreſs you in ſome 
ſuch words as theſe.— 


© Day up your tears; I am happy; the labors of 
© my life are now more than abundantly repaid : re- 
© paid through rich and free mercy. Be comforted. — 
© God, even my God and Father, and yours too in 
© Chriſt, will ſtand by you. Still depend on his grace. 
© Truſt his power, look to his mercy ; walk in the way 
© of his precepts: and fear not but that you ſhall join 
© me, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand, who, as 1 
C have done, have waſhed their robes, and made them 


c white 


Son may be apt to think that Mrs. Philipps“ character is drawn out to 
an undue length. In reply permit me to ſay ; that, though I am no friend to 
encomiums on the dead INDISCRIMINATELY 3 to inlarge however on ſuch 
characters as are diſtinguiſhed for 212 TY, G00D SENSE and BENEVOLENCE, 
is doing not only juſtice to their memories, but it may alfo be very uſeful to ſur- 
viving friends and relatives. To the pious part of whom it will both afford 
comfort, and be an incentive to a nearer imitation of thoſe whom they ſo much 
eſteemed, To thoſe of them who are of a different character, through the bleſ- 
ſing of God, it may be peculiarly ſerviceable, in obliging them to AN GR 
their preſent conduct, ſo unlike TEIRS whoſe company they once enjoyed, 


but ſhall enjoy no more for ever, unleſs they become 1MITAT0Rs of their 
faith and piety. 
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white in the blood of the Lamb. Be ſtrong, be of 
* good courage, fight the good fight of faith; and thus 
© lay hold on eternal life. Thus live and you ſhall die 
© in peace. Be comforted; we ſhall meet again. Yes; 
the day is drawing on, when we ſhall meet never 
© more to be parted ; and ſhall in ſweeteſt concert ſing. 
* the praiſes of God, and the Lamb throughout the 
_ * endleſs ages of eternity. 


 Wzxx ſhe ſuppoſed to addreſs her friends and neigh- 
bours at /arge in the congregation, ſhe might thus be- 
| ſpeak their ſerious attention. | | 
Maxx of you are my brethren in Chriſt, With 
© religious pleaſure I have joined with you in ſolemn 
© a&ts of devotion, we have mingled our prayers, our 
© praiſes, our tears together. You, I alſo ſhall meet 
© again. But O, how much changed for the better 
© There will be no tears, no weakneſſes, no imperfec- 
© tions then in our acts of devotion, as once there were 
in our moſt ſolemn ſervices. All tears ſhall hex be 
* wiped away from your eyes, as they are now from 
© mine, — But as for others of you, —ah ! how I 
© once wept over you ; how I pitied your ſtate, and 
« prayed for your converſion ! Be adviſed, now at 
© laſt, to conſider your latter end. Above all things, 
© be concerned to have Chriſt formed within you; to 
1 get an intereſt in his precious death and merits; to 
© have your hearts and lives conformable to his ſacred 
© image. Pray, O pray that you may become new 
creatures. Be holy, and you ſhall certainly be happy. 
© Know that there is another world, and that none but 
c holy and renewed ſouls can be admitted into the 2 
| ciety 
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* ciety of the bleſſed. Remeiriber that you are mortal, 


© and prepare for a dying hour.“ O that you may 
te be wiſe; that you would underſtand ne that you 
* would conſider your latter end.” + 


From the whole, my brethren, let us learn to walk 
with God, by a life of faith and holineſs. Let us be 
convinced of the neceſſity of complying with the offers 
of falvation by Chriſt ; of treading 1n his ſteps, of mak- 
ing choice of God as our ſhepherd ; in a word, of liv- 
ing as frail, mortal, yet accountable creatures ought 
to do. Then it is to be hoped, that when we come to 
© walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, we 
©« ſhall fear no evil,” becauſe God as our ſhepherd, 
will be with us. His rod and ſtaff they ſhall com- 
e fort us.” , 


May I now be STI to ſay, chat 1 ſincerely 


ſympathize with the diſtreſſed relatives. Eſpecially I feet 


for youmy dear brother, and for her afflicted parents. But 
let aconſideration of her holy life, and comfortable death be 
your ſupport. May the Providence be bleſſed to pro- 
mote both your beſt intereſts and ours! May her 
motherleſs child live, and be an ornament to religion! 

To ebend the whole, firſt in the words of the 


Pſalmiſt. « Mark the perfect man; and behold 
« the upright: for the end of that man is peace.” 


And then, in the words of the Apoſtle. + © And we 


« defire that every one of you do ſhew the ſame dili- 
« gence, to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end-: 
that ye be not Nothful, but followers of them, who 


through faith and patience inherit eg promiſes. 
Amen, FI NT. Kok 
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